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RESISTANCE INFORMATION REPORT 

Trends and D~ve~opments, WDC, Week ending: 10 May 1968 

POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN 
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z. Indications arc that the Poor People' 8 Can,pai~n (PPC) 
will accelerate rapidly as a potential problem in · control,· 
housing, feeding, ~nd recreati.on from the time of the arrival 
of . the vanguard, Saturday and Sunday M~y lt and lL at 
least through 30 May. whit:h is the proj~ctcd fl:'lt~ for " ciotnt 
nnrch anti demonstration through downtown W:tshin~;trm, D. C. 
Monday, M.Jy 1), the initial group is to march across #\ 

Potomac bridge (presum:tbly Memori~l) to a !=itc on ·which 
they intend to erect their so-called "City of Hope" or 
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"R,esurrection City". The site has not been definitely settled 
bu~ it appears that the March leaders intend to makP. nn issu'e 
of erecting sam'! along the mall area south of the reflecting . 
pooL Local officials would prefe-r the Bolling Air Force Base 
area for the "shanty town". The midwest caravan i~ due.,in 
~he District of Columbia May 16 and the Northeast ·caravan 
May 17. Large numbers of participants will arrive independ
ently of the March groups. Th'! Southe-rn ~(;oup which· had 
intended to usc a mule train has had d.if!iculti~s .. and mi\y not 
arrive on May 18 unless change in transpor~ation is efCected. 
Several days which may be considered as critical can already 

• bB foraseen over and above tha continuing hazards existi~ 
in the inClammatory conditions of large numbers of people 
existing in transient status to protest agd demonstrntc. M'1.y 
19, the anniversary of Malcolm X's birth, has been declared 
as a 0"black holiday" by '6lack Nationalists in the Los Angeles 
area. lt has been indicated that local Black Nationalists 
intend. to petition the District or Oolumbia Bureau of Education 
to deciare May ZO a school hC?.liday. 

0 

:The Peking line PLP 
has designated May lf). and ZO !ls National Days for Blar:k 
Unity against the War in Vietnam. ~nd hal'> called for nation
wide demonstrations~ On £( Ma; the Poor People ~s .Campaign 
intends to starl m:1.rchcs ::lnd major demonstratillns in the 
Distri<:t of Columbia culminatin~ in a 4urgc m;trch on May 30. 

·The Memorial Day weekend seems to .be the Poor People's 
Campaign ''0 Da~·" which they intcnd· .. ~o be a confrontation 
with government officials. It is pl~nned tha~ Reverend Martin 
Luther KING's widow will address the multitude. 

Specific· daily plans have not b~en announced a.n~ it seems 
·that plalUling for daily activity will n<'!ccssarily depend on the 
numbers of people attending, the receetion here, respon'se by 
Congress, and the ability .of leaders to control the throng under 
eXi:reme difficult conditions during tension building periods and 
subject to the potential of increased harassml!nt and incitement 
by militant extremi-st gr~ups and individuals. 

. Althou~;h this h:tR been rlcsignatr.rl a. Poor Pr.oplr~' ~ C:1.m-
pa.ign, it is obvious that it will not confine itself to that theme. 
but will be utilb:ed as a propoganda medium for Anti-Vietnam 
expressions . and racist statements. 

SOURCE: Various overt sources: - AUTHENTICATION: Reliability 
unknoWn 

. . 

.... 
!:- .. 

~:-.... 
io--· .. '.· 

1· . ... 
).•' 

. :'\ 

I 

. ! • . tl.. • • • -1 

·:·:,.:1?'!'·1:' .......... ~':. ..: ... ·. ~'!'-_· ....... -~-~-~~, ~ -~--~c- _,.,n:- · .Q'<~-ote~·«4.~-·- •:a.:-, o-... .. !, .. 'tlet·· · ~ -;~,.., .. _.•- ~ ....... ..,.. • .., . :1-. ·~ ..-
-~~ .. ~...,~·:· •• ••• :: •• '!'_ .. ~;-~_' ~':1-.r::.:·~:-- .. ~·. :·_,_ . .J• ··:: ~'_-:, !':- •f· •. · ~:~_4":,.. • .... -·::-.• ...... ·.: ..• ~ ,. r ..,. ' .... -. ... ·;, •·;:•· :o• .· • .,...~··· .·.• o,.... ... • '- •.~ '!' .. ·.-- -• 

----·-··-·---·----
I I 

____ .l. .. , .. _. 



----· ~-~ . . :.;.· : : :~-·· -.... 
lcooo17983 

v- . . .. · .. 
' · Doc-nard. ~FAYE.TTI;, 'Jr.. campai~n co~rdinator o( 
t.h.e Poor People's March is callibg {or behind-the-scenes 

· • signals _anc:f: mappins plana for the ·massive campaign of 
diaruption and ctvil · dlaobe.clience · (in Washinston, D. C.) 
while Dr.~ · Ralph A BERNA THY, Chairman o£ the So~ther'\ 
ChTiatian Leaderahip Conference, acts as publi.c spokes-
man. According to government security officials, · the . 
violent fireworks that ~FAYETTE ~· planning could .zcver· 
borate polltic~y around the wotld &a the Communists launch . 
a new milltary : offensive asainat Saigon • . 

l.AFAYETTE'a pl&n h . to have Mra. Coretta KING6 
<&id0w of" the alaln Dr. Martin Luther KINO, Jr., addr.ess 
the. revolutionary army· after all preUminary ·negotiations 
are over. Mrs. KING' a call· to· arms [e to set the sta.ge 
lor the May 30 confrontation between the mass gathering of 
the .oPoor Army" and go~ernment o!Ciciab trying t·o keep 
law and o~der in the cipital. ·o · • . 

• 
I 

LAFAYETTE, who .waa l»icked for hie key "role last . 
December by the ·lat~ Martin Luttier KING, Jr., has al
rendy indicated an internaUon"il•f'oUow-up to the "S'oor 
army', ... camp~gn. . At a rec(mt briefing at the campaign 
headquarters. in Washington, . D. C., lfAFA YETTE. frnnkly 

. reported "By the end of .this campaign, . i{ our demands nretlt 
·met, we expect to have an inteinatiQnal movem~nt as well 
&I tnterracial. " . • .. 

. The Z7 ' year old LAF~YE"(TE . w~l . an origin~ mc~ber 
* • ' •., .1• • • 0, -• • f o. • • I • . • I , 

of the "Nashville student movement, the forerunner of the 
manive sit-i~s in the South. He w~a . a " freedom rider" 
desegregating lnter1tate ~· transportation. A native of 
Tampa; Florida,, LAFAYETTE baa al.to .worked in Chicago · 
OA•ith the American Friends Service Committee. A former 
field aecretary . ol the Student Nonviolent Coordinating . 
C~m!"'~~e,e: . CSN~C) -~A-F~YET1~· •.. before co~lng to .Wat~ington, 
directed a neighborhood service project · in the Negro area 
of Roxbury. a . section .ol Boston. 

SOURCE: Robert S. ALLEN and Paul SCOTT article in 
Northern. Virginli\ Sun 7 .. May 1968:- AUTitE~TICATiON: · ' 
.Reliability ~ilknown 
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COMMENT: A. In an FBI report. dated l3 May 1967 captioned 
..,,De~onstrations Protesting U.S. Intervention in Vietnam" 
Bernard LAFAYETTE was reported to be an official of the 
·southern. Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) anJ a st11Cf 
member of the Spring Mobilization Commit~ee 'to End the War 
in Vietnam, New York City. At a meej.ing. held by the 
committee on the evening of 18 May 1967 in Washington, D. C. 
at St. Stephen and the Incarnation' Episcopaf Church, LAFAYETTE 
stressed ·th~ need for· recruiting new ml'!mbers into the peace 
moveme.nt. He sa:id that he will be in WashinJXton, 1.1· C. ''until 
the war is over" and that various types of antiwar demonstrations 

• will be held in Washington. •"'the FBI reported that !=Om~ of the 
sponsors of the Spring Mobilization Committee to End the War in 
Vietnam, New York City, 'included members of the Communist 
Pa.rty and the Socialist Workers Party • 

• 
B. A special tnfq_rmation report dnted 30 

Jg.nuary 1968 stated that thf! 'Reverend Bernnrd LAFAYETTE, 
Jr., was. a former· field S'ecretary of the Student Nonviolent 

. ~ ~ . -

Coordinating Committee (Sl'>,tCC.). a progran'l administrator 
~..... . ' 

!or. the S9uthern ChriStian Lead~rship Conference (SCLC) as 
well as being very close to Dr. Martin Luther KING, Jt· • 

• 

4. The state board of the Coh1munist Party In Illinois 
• decided that although the demands of the Southern Christian 

Leadership Conference are unrealistic and its proj:lrnm unclear, 
there sJ:tould be a fight to mobilize around this program. 
The board desired Communist Party .participation in conth1gents 
from Chicago lllinois in. the campaign ·and CP support for the 
rn:us demonstration in Washington, D. C., presently planned · 
to take .Plac:e on 30 May 1968. · ·· · 
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SOURCE: FBI .Cable IN 03488 dated 3 May 1968: - AUTHENTICATION:\ 
An FBI source who hns provided reliable information 
in the past. 
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~. . A ':;ID e o \&rc:c: r c:portc:d that e ~-ronp of marchers rlur. . 
,to · arrive in ~ashington, D. C. on 13 May 1968 is scheduled 
to hold a rally at the· Cardoza School play,round at 5 PM 
. on 13 May 1968. After the rally -they will travel to their 
campaite, place un.known. • . 

SOURCE: U. ·S. Government: A UTHENTlc;.A TlON: Reliable 

'CIVIL ~lSTURBANCES • 

PROTEST •ACTIVITIES •• 

• 

THREATS AND POTENTI~L TH~TS TO CIA 
·~ · .. . . . 

1. Georgeto'vn and Connecticut ·. Aven~e are<u ar~ reported 
to be subject to burning ·On 13 and ·14 1vfay 1968. 

SOURCE: Special Informati on report dated 9 May 1968: 
AUTHENTICATION: Re~itibility' unknown 
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